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To the Right Honourable 


' Earlof Rutland, 


Baron of Haddon, Lord Ros of 
Hamelake, Trubut, and Belvoyr, 
and Lord Lieutenant of the 
County of Leiceſter, 


My Lord, 
= we conſider what pains 


Men wilt take to be ex- 
aifirely wicked, what di- 

erice 7 will tfe to 

ſerve 'the worft aftefs in the 
worlt of Canfes; and-as if rhe 
way to'Hell was not broad and 
feep _—_— witlr the fiveat 
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The Epiftle Dedicatory, 


of their Brows; loſs of their 
Eſtate, Reſt, and Eaſe, procure 


to themſelves Infamy, Death, 


and Damnation. It not onely 
ſhews us, the Malignity and 
Poylſon of their Natures,. that 
can. never reft; but is ſtill 
throwing them ſometimes in- 
to the Fire, and ſometimes in- 
to the Water: bur it reminds 
us of that. indiſpenſable Obli- 
gation and Duty every Ver- 
tuous and Loyal Soul lies un+ 
der, with his utmoſt Power, In- 
tegrity, and Sincerity to ſerve 
his God and. his. King, and 
purchaſe Heaven and.Happi- 
neſs. And. fince. there, is. nos 
the moſt contemptible Inſtru- 
ment, but by our Enemies -1s 


made uſe of, and hath his hy 


The Epiflle Dedicatory. 


allotted him ; . ſome to revile 
the Government, ſome to in- 
vent, ſome'to ſpread Rumours 
and Fears ; ſome to aſhit with 
their Heads, -ſome with their 
Hands, and thoſe with their 
Purfes; every little wheet 
helping tv move on' the ill 
noted Fabrick:: and fince 
every Loyal Perton hath an 
intereſt and ſbare in his Prince, 
every one is concerned in the 
ſafety. of the Father of his 
Country ; in fuch times when 
he is viſibly aim'd at by ill-de- 
ſigning. Men ; I thought I 
might claim the. privitedge of 
Greſus Son, and cry ( Gel) ſave 
the King !: 

And. I am: the more em» 
boldned - to ſhelter my felt 


UN. * 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory . 
under your Lordſhips : Pro- 
retion, becauſe though my 
unfitne(s for ſo great an At- 
rempt as this might deter me; 
yet I am aflured the deſign 
cannot be unacceptable to 
our Lordſhip, .who have 
ſhewed ſo ſteady and unby- 
afled a Loyalty, even in the 
worſt of times; all your A- 
Gtions having carried that 
Spirit of Loyalty, Worth, and 
Cons, that' as they are 
the glory of this Age, fothey 
may be a Patrern for ſucceed- 
ing Times. 
ow needful it is that eve- 
ry one in his feveral Station 
{hould countermine that reſt= 
lefs' Party, and quench rhoſe 
Fires they inceflantly kindle ; 
Your 


The Epifile Dedicatory. 
Your Honours Prudence muſt 
needs be ſenfible of, who, not 
onely are placed in Birth and 
Authority eminently above , 
and have a true Proſpect of 
thoſe occurrences which we 
but darkly apprehend ; bur 
having in your own Perſon ſer 
the Tumultyous rage of thar 
Seditrous - which yet 
hath givena luſter 'to all your 

lories, the Rabble having no 
enſe of Vertue, butto hate it; 


and there being no more a- 


pregnant fign of true worth , 
an gr On” than their Ma- 


lice : as Chriſtianity was ho- - 
nourd by being Perſecuted : 


by a Nero, Vouchſate, Great 
Sir, to accept this ſmall Teſti- 
mony of that boundleſs ho- 


NOUT . 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


nour and ſervice I have for 
your Lordſhip, and may the 
Honeſty and Integrity of the 
Deſign Attone- for the other 
Faults , fince it comes from an 
heart full of Gratitudefor for- 
mer Favours, and from him 
whoſe higheſt Ambition (next. 
to ſerving his God and his 
King) is to ſhew how much he 
is, My Lord, 


Yowr Lordſbips mot Humble, 


and 
Moft Obliged Servant 


Tro. HryriICKE, 


Proverbs 21. 1. 


The Kings heart @ in the hand of the 
Loyd, as the Rivers of Water : be 
turneth it whitherſoever he will. 


DW Here is nothing more unworthy the 
Prudence of Man,nothing more dan- 
gerous to.a Prince or a Nation, no- 
thing more unbeſceming a Chriſtian and de- 
rogating from the honour of God, than for 
men to entertain and nouriſh unreaſonable 
Fears , unaccountable Jealoufies , and tor- 
ment themſelves and others wich Chimzra's 
of their own brain, and fires of their own 
hot heads. Yet is this fin no leſs common 
than deſtructive ; it ſeems to be the com- 
plexional fin of the Zealots of our preſent 
e; who have no better way to prove 
themſelves to be Iſraelites indeed, but by in- 
heriting that hereditary diſeaſe of the Jews, 
murmuring againſt Moſes and againſt God. 
Sure if Content be the Top and Aim of 
B . hap- 


[2] 
happineſs, and all our Sweat and I 
weary days and wakeful nights are ſpent to 
procure it; if Riches, Honour and Glory, 
and all other worldly Goods are therefore 
defired, becauſe they are ſuppoled to be 
the way to Content; 1 many. handmaids 
to that mighty Queen. And if there be 
nothing that is a greater canker to Content 
than Fears and Jealouſies ; if there is no 
miſery equal to living in continual fears , 
which fets the mind upon the wildeſt At- 
tempts, and moſt dangerous Projects te-rid 
it felf-of that intolerable load ; it theſe are 
ſuch mortal enemies roContent, that they 
can never meet mn one fabjeft;, but bear an 
irreconcilable hatred one towards another : 
that man muſt needs be concluded to have 
forfeited all his Prudence, that will entertain 
ſuch a neſt of Hydras in his breaft ; ſtudi- 
ouſly and induſtriouſly cheriſh and nouriſh 
them, till they have thed that incurable ve- 
nome mto his Soul, which will for ever blaſt 
all che Comforts and Joys of his life. 

Nor doth this evil terminate (as 'it might 
have been hoped) in the Authors; for then 
the fin would have been but the pumiſhment 
of the {inner ; but it is a contagious Diſeaſe, 


[ 3] 

a ſpreading Leproſie ; ir ſeizes on the Neigh- 
bourhood, and involves them in the common 
ruine. Te is ſafer converfi ing with a man 
that hath a Plague-ſore on him, than with 
one that is thus infected. The one is (aid 
to have a burning deſire that every one 
ſhould catch the contagion ; and, this ſhews 
his, by his unwearied dyigence to infuſe his 
venome into others, which it he cannot or 
dare not by diſcourſe vent that Adders poy- 
fon that is under his lips, he bath yet a way 
of conveying it by 7 wi by down looks, 

jefted countenance, broken and interru- 
pted fighs, ſhaking of the head, or holding 
up the hand, and other fach miſchievous ge- 
ſticulations ; fo that like the Baſtlicke , he 
can kill with the very ſigh. 

Ic hath not ſeldom been found , that by 
fears and jealoufies artificially raiſed, and fo- 
mented by ill-defigning men, people have 
been frighted out of their Wits and their 
Loyalty: For,when the thoughts are once ſet 
on + xe wing, who knows where they will 
ſtop? and what bounds can be fer them ? 
eſpecially , in an obje@ of fear infus'd into 
weak, credulous, and cowardly ſpirits ; 
then what Magnifying-glafſes do they look 

B 2 through ! 


{ 4] 
through!every mole-hill becomesa mountain, 
and every ſhadow a formidable monſter,; 
till cheic heads being fill'd with frigheful ap- 
prehenſions, and their hearts. with Pannick 
fears, they dream of nathing but Slavery, 
Chains, and Death, till like Oreftes or Jr 
das, laſh'd with their own furies, they have 
run upon Death for fear of meeting it, as 
that Souldier that kill'd himſelf for fear of 
the Enemy. How many, men have been 
frighted and ſhouted into War !” as though 
ſome inviſible Dzmon took delight to hiſs 
us into Quarrels? How many, forced on 
by. their own fears, have wiltully plunged 
themſelves. into greater- miſeries than ever 
they cou'!d have endur'd, had all they them-, 
ſelves dreaded fallen upon them. ? 

Indeed,. from feditious talk to {editious 
ating is but one ſtep, they ſeem to be bro-. 
thers of the ſame womb, one a. little more 
grown. than the other : When th heart is 
once inflam'd with talk , 'tis hard to keep 
the hand ſtill ; ſo that from unreaſonable 
fears once infuſed , there is a natural chain 
of Evils linked one upon another, till it ter- 
minates in the bottom of Hell. Fear pro- 


cures hatred and diſcontent ; that is the aſ- 
{ured 


[5] 


ſured mother of Murmuring, for fire cannot 
be hid. Murmuring is naturally the ſeed 
of Sedition , as that is Rebellion inchoate, 
and begun ; and Rebellion, as it was the 
firſt cauſe of , ſo it is the precipitous paſ- 
ſage to: Hell. So that miſchievous fears and 


zealouſics, as they are commonly infuſed by 
the Devil, or fome wicked men his Agents, 


{o- they terminate in Hell , they run bue 
round the circle and meet again, 


But, that which ought to- be deareſt _ 
us, our Chriſtian Religion is diſhonoured by 


theſe diſcontents and .murmurings , nothing 
being ſa contrary to the precepts, intent, and 
life of Chriſtianity , to the cuſtom of the 
Primitive times 3 to Love, the charaderiſti- 
cal note of a Chriſtian, Fo. 13. 35.:and the 
command of. being content- in all eſtates ; 
nothing ſo derogatory from the Honour of 
God, as diſtruſt of the Providence of God, 
and diſcontent at the diſpenſations of it. 
This is the Land, and ours are the Times, 
and I need not tell you who are the men, 
that are moſt guilty of this Vice : There are 
a ſort of volatile-ſpirits, that can never reſt ; 
men that love confuſion, and would ſure 
have been good inhabirants. of the Chaos ; 


met. . 
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[6] | 
men whoſe ſouls are too fierce and aQtive 
far their bodies, and pent up in too narrow 
a room, with their inceſſant motion wear 
them to nothing. They have the food and 
look of Envy they feed on crude and no- 
x10us humours in a Commonwealth ; and 
they have the meager looks and ſnakes of 
Envy, onely ſhe wears them on her head, 
and they in their boſomes. They thirſt for 
Innovations and Changes, and grow fick with 
eaſe ; like ſome fiſh that live and delight in 
the Catarats and falls of water, and die in 
ſtill ſtreams : They ſuck in ul news as the 
{weeteſt repaſt ; and relate it and add to it 
with ſuch viſible fatisfaCtion , that no Epi- 
cure takes more in his choiceſt Dainties. 
Whether this Sin proceeds from Pride 
and Conceit, as. there is no Rebellion but 
hath a tinQture of that ; for every Rebel 
thinks he is fit to govern ; or from diſap- 
inted Counſels, for Ambition in the mind, 
is like Choler in the body, once ſtop'd 
turns to poiſon ; or whether from cowar- 
dize and fear, as it generally doth. From an 
11] habic of Body, or an il] turn'd Soul ; or 
whether (w hich is moſi likely ) they are 
really polleſied ; for the Devil , ever ſince 


he 


\ 9] 
he fell, never found any delight in any 
thing but miſchicf ; I ſhall not now pretend 
to determine. This is ſure , they are like 
ſpiders that will ſpin out their bowels to 
make thin webs that every fly will break 
through. They arc deſervedly their o 
Tormentors, undeſcrvedly the Torment 
the Nation , and wickedly and profanely 
the Scandals of Religion. So that, this be- 
ing ſo ge and contagious a Diſeaſe, 
it may {eem needful to ſearch what Reme- 
dies are moſt ſuitable co ſtop the further 
prowth of it. 
The Kings Heart, &c. 

Theſe are the words of Solomon, to whom 
Cod imparted rhe -greateſt ſhare of Wil- 
dom that any meer man was pofleſſor of ; 
and as Proverbs are ſhort ſentences, where- 
in there is much Wiſdom-lap'd up in few 
words ; fo of all that ever were writ, thoſe 
of Solomon, that was inlightned by the Spirit 
of God, are moſt excellent ; and, .as if 
when he wrote this, he had had a Prophetick 
view of future times, this ſeems deſign'd for 
ſach an Age as ours, and like a well-drawn 
Picture, ſeems to look upon all in the room, 


and hath a peculiar proſpe&t to our days. 
This 


[8] 
This Text ſeems to have reference, both to 

the Prince and the Subje& , and the ſcope of 
it is on one hand, to re-mind the Prince of 
that Moderation, Juſtice, Clemency, and q- 

ther Kingly Vertues whereby he ſhould 

enoble his Reign ; ſince his Actions muſt 

ds be peculiarly known to God, in whoſe 

hand, even his Heart , his Thoughts,. De- 

ſigns, and Intentions are. On the other 

hand, it teaches the Subje& that Quietnels 
and Peace, that Obedience and Truſt they 
ought to have in their Princes, fince not 
onely by God Princes Reign , but by him 
they are guided and governd, and their 
heart turn'd whitherſocver he pleaſes. 

The Text ſeems divided into three parts. 
Firſt, a Propoſition laid down, that the Kings 
heart is inthe hand of the Lord, (in his pow- 
er). Secondly,an Illuſtration of it by a ſimile, 
(as the Rivers of water.) Thirdly, the 
Exertion of this Power---- ( he turneth it 
witherſogwer, &c.) Every word hath its Em- 
phaſis---- the Kings heart---- not onely his 
Words which are heard, his Aﬀtions which 
are ſeen, but this Heart, an Abyſs that no 
one can ſearch, a depth no one can fathom ; 
his very thoughts which no car hears, no eye 
ſees, 
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ſees , nor can any reaſon- or underſtanding 
follow the unaccountable wandrings of them; 
all theſe are in the hand of God. Prudence 
or Modeſty, or other conſiderations can ſer 
bounds to our words; fear, honour, or in- 
tereſt to our deeds ; but who ever yet cguld 
ſet bounds to the thoughts of another , or 
what inviſible and inexplicable fetters muſt 
they be , that can bind up the tmagination. 
But ſuch care doth God take of his Vice- 
roys here on carth, that, not onely their 
words and thoughts , of - which cognizance 
may be took ; but even their heart , their 
thoughts, (the ſhop where all ations are for- 
ed) even this is in the hand of God , and 
be models it and turns it which way ever he 
will. Among the many ways wherein it 
be faid to be in the handof God, I 

| mention two. 

1. By way of direction. -God vouch- 
fafeth to Kings a more immediate influx of 
his Spirit ; this was ſeen in Sax, whom when 
Samnel had Anointed King, he told him, the 
Spirit of God would come upon bim, 1 Sam. 
10. 6. and it was made good, 1 Sam.11.6. 
for when Saul heard the tidings of the men 
of Jabeth Gileed, it is ſaid, the Spirit of Gad 

C 


came 


[ 10] 
eaime npon him. So when God had caſt off 
Sarl from being King', and Divid was A- 
noinred in his ftedd , 1, San. 16: 13. the 
Spirit of God 'camte upon David from cha day 
forward , and an evil Spirit from God upon 
Sar. God ftamps ſomething great and ex- 
cellent on the Sonls of Princes, above thoſe 
of common men ; - he ſets his own Seal up- 
on them, atfays them nearly to himſelf, and 
calls:them Gods, Pſal. 82. 6. And fince An- 
gels are ftippoſed+to'exceed men in know- 
ledge, not (6 much from the puri - ir) their 
eſſence, as from; their- nearneſs ro God, and 
being ger in his preſence: with what 
fubmiſtion onpbt we to obey the command 
and dire&ions of *our-Princes, who are thus 
direted by God ; and how onght we to 
forbear cetiſuring theic Aﬀtions, ſince our 
Souls are not elevated enough ro know their 
ends and defigns, nor ro fee npon what cen- 
ter they turn ronnd, They have lofty con- 

ons that we are not capable of , and 
the feene of things looks with one face to 
us that are below, and with another to thoſe 
above. God pives theth fingular and extra- 
ordinary endowments, thar they may go in 
and out before his people. What common 


mind 
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mind is able to comprehend. the goodneſs, 
clemency and tenderneſs of a good King 
toward his people. What Tongue is able 
to expreſs that mercy , ſo inherent to our 
Kings, till it hath been almoſt fatal to them ; 
who can expreſs that py and compaſlion a 
King (a true Father of his Country ) hath for 
an aMiQted Nation. © David, when he ſaw 
the Angel that ſmote the peaple, cryed out, 
Lo IThape finn'd, 1 have done wickgdly, but 
theſe ſbeep what have they done? let thy hand be, 
1 ae 58 againit me and againit my Fathers 


"Þouſe, 2 Sam. 24. 17. When Jphjgenia was 
to be Sacrificed, the Painter drew the Spe- 
Qators grief with all poſſible Art; but 
when he came to her Father,he drew a vaile i 
over his head, it being 2 grief not to be de- - 
lineated ; in ſuch a manner may the tender- p 
neſs of a King to an afflited people be a 
little ſhadowed out. God who is all mer- 
cy fills them with mercy, who is afl wiſdom, 
ives them a liberal portion , apd direQy 

em with his pwn right hand. 

© 2. By, way of proteCtion and defence, the 

Kings heart 3s in the band of the Lord , and 

who ſhall tear it thence ® in that hand that 

hath done ſo many wonders , that mighty 

C 2 hand 
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hand and out-ſtretched Armzhe that touches 
him touches the apple of his eye, he hides 
him under the ſhadow of- his wing. And 
though providenee is intereſt in all things in 
earth as well as heaven, in the concerns of-a 
Peaſant as well as.of a Prince, yet if in any 
thing it is more carefu] than other., it is in 
the preſervation of Princes. And ſure] 
the miraculous proteion both of our late 
Soveraign af bleſſed memory , and this our 
preſent King , from. open force and private 
Conſpiracy, hath ſufficiently ſhewed the fin- 
ger of God was there. So that the happi- 
neſs of the King, and the ſafety of the peo- 
ple is in. the ſame hand , the ſame arm proe 
tes them both. 

I know there are too many-men, that ſeem 
to repine, that the Kings heart is in the hand 
of. the Lord ; they would haye it in their 
own z. they would preſcribe rules and me- 
thods of Government, and all ſhould move 
according to the model Jaid in their own 
brains. They that were but of yeſterday 
would give Laws to the. world, and corre& 
the ancient of days, and they that know not 
what a day will bring forth, would have the 
guidance of Proyidence for future ages, and 
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[13] 
preſcribe the limits in which it ſhould move. 
We have ſeen the times, when men, whe- 
ther out of a belief that Providerice wanted 
their helping hand , and the- wheels of ic 
could not tir without their aſliſtance ;- or 
whether out of a diſtruſt of the wiſdom , 
power, juſtice, or goodne(s of God, is hard 
to determine,had a deſign to alter the courſe 
of Nature and Succeſſion againſt the Laws 
of .God and Man ; and as if Goddid not 
know what was beſt for us, ſo well as them- 
ſelves; as if Gods will was not-the rule of 
Juſtice, but they would call him to the Hu- 
mane Bar, as once his Vicegerent was fſer- 
ved ; contrary-to Gods revealed wil, they 
attempted ſuch. a piece of Injuſtice , that 
the faireſt Apology that can ever be made 
for it, is,that they would have done evil that 
ood might come of it. But. it is no unu- 
ual thing , when men are denycd their re- 
queſts at the-hands of God, becauſe they 
ask amiis, to ſeek it by evilmeans:; as Saul. 
in his deſpair went to- the Witch of Exdor-, 
1 Sax. 28, that «therefore we may not de- 
pend fo much upon our ſelves, and our own: 
wildom, as that of. God, let us conſider two 


thagy. 
;.-The 
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z. The wiſdom of God , in whoſe hand 
the Kings: heart is. That there is an infinite 
wiſdom,-that-runs through the ſmalleſt cau- 
les, effe&;,and-circumſtances,and that as the 
Spirit did upon the waters in the Creation, 
Gen.1.it doth brood upon the mighty frame, 
and''produces all- thoſe various occurrences 
that happen in the world ; will appear to 
any one, that with a (crious judgment doth 
conider the/order of things, either m Fea- 
ven Gods Throne, or in Earth his' Footſtool. 
"Tis writ'in Heaven in gloriots:Characters, 
the Sun, Moon and Stars, and 'tis no leſs 
viſible in this lower- world ; every chive of 
gra(s ſers 'it forth. ' What ' braneh-of it- is 
there that we can comprehend , and what 
{mall ſtream of it is there that will not ſwal- 
low us. Heaven is not ſo mach higher than 
the carth , as Gods wiſdom' is above onrs, 
ours is not {o mach asa duſtof 'the hallance, 
ora drop to the ocean. That ſmall weak 
knowledge we have , 4s conveyed - to us by 
the ſences, by ſpecies and: objects, which He-- 
ing received, are laid upin the brain like'im- 
preſſes of a Scal in wax: from theſe we dil- 
courſe, argue, conclude, and after all onr la- 
bour ſpent , the deecitfulneſs both of the 
ob- 


[1s] 
objeAts and of onr ſences conſidered, and 
that neither any thing here below is capable 
of giving as true wiſdom ; © norif it was, 
were'wwe capable of receiving it. 

Tr appears that after all, our wiſdom is but 
elaborate folly, and all our knowledge but 
an acquired madneſs ; and there is nor one 
of the loweſt rank of Anpels,but is as much 
fuperiour to us in knowledge, as we are a- 
bove che vileſt Infect. When on the con- 
trary,, God knows all things by, and in hins- 
ſelf ; -all things that were , are, or ſhall be, 
without deceit, imperfeQion, confuſion, or 
mixture : nor had this his knowledge any be- 
pinning or increaſe as ours, bur was from e- 
ternity to eternity, is the canſe of all things, 
and contains all things in it ſelf , compre- 
hends all —_— one eternal immutable act / 
. of underſtanding ,''and that in a moment : 
what is our weak knowledge if compared 
to this, got with Jabour and toy], by diſ- 
courſe, reading, and other helps; blind and 
uncertain; tranfitory and fading, and at beſt 
of little uſe, of leſſer extent, and leaſt per- 
feftion. 

But that which comes nearer to our pre- 
ſent purpoſe , will be the conſideration of 


the 
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the wiſdom of God, in reſpe& of the .diſ- 
penſations of Providence , which uces 
great and glorious deſigns,beyond the reach, 
thought, & imaginations of men, and contra- 
ry many times to their deſigns ; not.unkke 
a skilful Archite&, when the Scheme of the 
building being contrived and modelled in 
his careful thoughts, allots to the workmen 


their ſeveral tasks, without making them ac- ' 


quainted with the grounds and reaſons of it. 
Thoſe men whom God ordains to bring bis 
ſacred purpoſes to pals , at the ſame time 
perhaps have deſigns of their own, and yet 
unknown to themſclves,are the inſtruments 
of his holy will. This was viſibly ſeen all 
along in the life of Joſeph, each Agent had 
his defign apart : no one trouble that fell 
upon the neck of the other, but might have 
been to a natural eye looked on as a ſignal 
judgment ; yet all of them workt together 
the moſt unparellel'd inſtance of heavenly 
wiſdom ; the advancement of Foſeph , the 
ſafety of his Fathers Family, and the bring- 
ing them into Zgypt, in order to the promi- 
ſed Canaan. The Caldeans beſiege Feruſa- 
lem and take it, and carry away that miſera- 
ble Nation captive : the increaſing their 
Domi- 
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Dominion, and filling themſelves with ſpoil 
was that which ſtimulated them on, bur 
God's ſecret deſign was to puniſh that Idola- 
trous Nation, and to fulfil his purpoſe fo 
long foretold by his holy Prophets. ' Let 
Veſpacian beſiege Jeruſalem, and reduce to 
ruinous heaps that City of God, let him 
triumph in the Conqueſt of millions of that 
preſuming, ſtubborn, and ſenceleſs people : 
He,carried on by rage and ambition, under- 
takes it ; but God had a farther deſign, and 
made him his Scourge, to puniſh that exe- 
crable people, to fulfill the Propheſie of our 
bleſſed Saviour, Mat. 24.2. and to revenge 
the innocent Bloud of his well-beloved Son 
on that curſed Nation; nay, as the higheſt 
piece of Wiſdom, God can bring even 
good out of evil, and what is looked upon 
as the moſt dreadful judgment, becomes in 
the end the greateſt mercy. Attila from 
the fartheſt North, brings an inundation of 
Goths into Italy, and over runs all Chriſtian 
Nations ; the holy men,even of thoſe times 
look'd upon this as an unparellel'd Judg- 
ment, but God deſigned and brought other 
things to pals; and whereas they thought 


all Religion and Learning was buricd under 
D the 
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the ruines of the Roxran Empire. God 
made thoſe Barbarians a Scourge to Luxuri- 
ous Rome, then buried in Vice, Senſuality, 

and Effeminacy, and what was the greateſt, 
his Wildom eotiered thole Conquerours to 
be over come by thole they had conquer'd, 
and ro be converted to Chriſtianity. 

Men delign one thing and God another 
they contrive, but God brings to pals; at 
what time, in what manner, and to what 
end he himſelf beſt pleaſes. O the depth 
of the riches both of the wiſdom and knowledge 
of God, How unſearchable are his judgments, 
and bis ways pa$t finding out ; For who bath 
known the mind of the Lord, or who hath been 
his conncellor, or who hath firﬆt t given to bim, 
and it ſhall be recompenced to him again, for of 
him, and to him and through him are all 
things to whom be honour and glory for ever 
and ever. Rom. 11. 33. I am apt to be- 
lieve, the not underſtanding and weighing 
this wiſdom of Providence, or the unpati- 
ence of mens {pirits, that will not ſtand ſtil] 
and ſee the Salvation of God ; will not 
wait the leiſure of Providence, but judge 
and cenſure it before-hand ; hath been the 
cauſe of ſo many errours in judgment, and 
lo 
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ſo many worſe in praftice. For we would 
have things move as faſt as our thoughts, 
and in that method that beſt pleafeth us. 
He that looks careleſly and ſuperficially up- 
on Providence, is like the blind man our Sa- 
viour cured , Mark 8. 24. that ſaw men as 
Trees walking. But the deeper he ſearches, 
the more (atisfaftion he finds , till he ſees 
every thing clearly. And he that with im- 
patience looks upon it, finds things abortive, 
and his mind is loſt in the number of poſli- 
ble events. For take the aftions of Pro- 
vidence ſeparately, and they ſeem irregular, 
diſorderly, and contuſed ; like Tapeſtry in 
broken pieces 3 but put the parts together, 
and they will ſhew their beauty, and diſco- 
ver their genuine and furprizing {ſymmetry 
We know not now what bleſlings Iye in the 
womb of Providence for us ; why ſhould 
we anticipate our miſcry by our fears , and 
torment our ſelves before the time, tor thoſe 
things that may never come. For we are 
as ott deceived in our fears, as we are in our 
hopes. 'Tis ſure, our Prudence as well as 
our duty to ſettle our minds upon God, to 
ſeave all to his infinice wiſlom,who wil! or- 
der all things for our good, much better than 
we could our tclves. D 2 Tie 
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"The next thing which more peculiarly 
belongs to th> Text, is the power of God, 
1 ſignifying his power, which we render his 
hand. This is ſure , what ever the infinite 
wiſdom of God orders , the infinite power 
of God brings to paſs; which 1s ſo great, 
that it cannot be reſtrained to, or cenſured 
by our weak imaginations: nor muſt we 
think that that is impoſſible with God, which 
to our weak capacities ſeem fo. For if there 
be many aftions of men , of which beaſts 
are ſuppoſed to have no knowledge, nor can 
comprehend the manner how, or the reaſon 
why they were ated ; why ſhould we ex- 
pe& to know the extent of Gods power, 
ſince there 1s an infinitely greater diſtance 
between the God of Heaven, and the wileſt 
of the ſons of men, than there is between 
the beſt of men and the vileſt Creature. So 
that were we in greater ſlavery than the Jews 
under the Brick-kills of Agypt , in greater 
' ſtraights than they at the Red-Sea, when the 
Mountains hemmed them in on both fides, 
the Sea was before,and their enemies behind : 
did all humane helps fail, and we were left 
a ſecure bait for deſtruction. Yet the ſame 
God that parted the Red-Sea, could make a 
paſſage 
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paſſage for our eſcape , and bring us out by 
wondrous means beyond our hopes. For 
his arm 1s not ſhortned, but his hand is ſtretch- 
ed our ſtill, And we have reaſon to be- 
lieve ſo , when we conſider that nothing is 
done but by this infinite power, and nothin 
can be acted againſt it. The higheſt An- 
gels ſtand upon the brink of nothing ; and 
did God leave them to themſelves but one 
moment , they would fall into that gulph 
from whence of themſelves they could ne- 
ver get out: for, as their paſſage from No- 
thing to Being was by an infinite power cre- 
ating, ſo their Fall from Being to Nothing- 
again, would neceſſarily follow, without an 
infinite power preſerving. Nay,not all the 
wer of Angels, wit of Men, and induſtry 
of all Creatures joyned together, could pre- 
ſerve a worm one moment without an influx 
of Being from God : they would be as un- 
able to preſerve it, as to create one anew. 
The Nodus perpetuitatis , as it is called by 
Plato, is in the hands of God. But as this 
power of God is the cauſe of all things, 
and aQts in all things, ſo nothing can act a- 
gainſt it, a'l our endeavours are as vain , as 


thar mans would be that ftrove to ſtop a 
ſhip 
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ſhip under fail , by ſetting his ſhoulders to 
the 1ide. Pharaoh may harden his heart 
and not let the people of Iſrael go; but they 
ſhall at Iaſt be brought out by an high hand. 
Toſephs Brethren may think, by their ſelling 
him to the I/>maclites, they had cluded the 
—_— of his Prophetical Dreams , but 
that Yay they took for his ruine, ſhall be 
turned to his advancement. So that as this 
wer of God adminiſters matter of com- 
tort, ſince all things are acted by it, and no- 
thing but by its permiſſion 3 ſo it ſhows the 
deſperation of thoſe men that will fight a- 
'gainſt God , and ſtrike atthim through his 
King on earth, as Witches kill by Ethigie. 

We have thus ſeen, that the heart of our 
King is in the hand of God, and there let us 
leave it, as in a ſacred Treaſure-houle, and 
come to the next particular , the ſimile by 
which it is illuſtrated. 

As the rivers of water, ſome take it thus, 
that God rules the heart of Kings as he doth 
the Rivers of waters; and we are aflured, 
that God hath ſet them their bounds , which 
they ſhall not paſs, nor turn again to cover the 
earth, Plal. 104. 9 

And that mercileſs and reſtleſs Element the 
Sea, 
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Sea, hath its limits , hitherto ſhalt thou come 
and no farther, and here ſhall thy proud waves 
be ſloped, Job 38. 11. Nothing is more ra- 
pid and furious than water , and nothin 

more head-ſtrong than the thoughts of men; 
both of them are deaf to reaſon and intrea- 
ty, and both of them ſcorn a curb or bridle. 
What will not water overflow? and what 
will not our thoughts bear down ? fo that 
ſince the Element of water is ſuppoſed by 
Philoſophers to be higher than the Farth, 
the finger of God is ſeen in ſetting its bounds 
that it doth not overflow it : and the ſame 
wonder is ſhown in our thoughts, which 
though they continually rower above, yet 
God hath bridled them fo, that they do not 
drown the little world oft Man. Both wa- 
ter and thoughts are things extreamly fluid, 
and require a {olid body to contain them,and 
God hatch took care of them both. So 
that in this ſence , the Kings heart is in the 
band of the Lord, be hath ſet it bounds and 
limits, be fills it with the dew of heaven , 
and with water of life from himfe If, who 
is the fountain ; and orders that be ſhould re- 


freſh tbe thirſty parts of the earth, and chear 


and make glad the weary , as the Plalmiſt in 
the 


[ 24 ] 


the 104. 10. expreſſes, be ſendeth the ſprings 
into the walleys , which run among the bills, 
they give drink togvery beaſt of the field, and 
the wild aſſes quench their thirſk , by them 
ſhall the fowles of the air have their habita- 
tion which fing among the ibranches. Our 
King under God is the diſpenſer of happi- 
nels, our happinels is bound up in him.God 
only hath made this difference , God is the 
fountain, arid the King the ſtream. 

Others, with more reaſon, ſuppoſe this 
{imile to be took trom skiltul Husbandmen, 
which in thoſe dry Southern Countries where 
water was precious, uſed to draw Rivers and 
Streams from their wonted paſlages , by ar- 
tificial Channels & Cuts into thirſty grounds, 
refreſhing,cheriſhing,and making them fruit- 
ful. The experience that not onely ſmall, 
but mighty Rivers can thus be drawn to 
leave their former Bed, to ſeek a new one ; 
Babylon, once the glory of the world, dear- 
ly boughe ; which being by its ſcituation up- 
on the Euphrates, one of the chief Rivers of 
the world, impregnable, yet ſaw by ſeveral 
Cuts and new Rivers made by the Medes 
and Perſ#ans, her ſtreams drawn away , and 
the enemy enter her by the Rivers dry and 
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forſaken Channel. So that God can draw 
away the heart of a King from its natural 
Channel to do good, turn the ſtream of his 
thoughts, againſt even his will,. deſign, and 
intent, to nouriſh and cheriſh that which of 
its own bent, and naturally, it would never 
have done. 

And ſince water , which is a fluid body, 
and naturally by its own weight tends to the 
center, yet by the help of Art, can contrary 
to its own Nature, be made to aſcend, and 
be carried to high and far diſtant places : 
{o. can mans heart, which naturally tends to 
evil, crawles on the ground , and like the 
Serpent licks the duſt, be made by God to 
fly up to: heaven and take it by force. So 
that could we ſuppoſe, that the heart of a 
King was naturally cruel, unjuſt, and tyran- 
od (which God be praiſed we of all Na- 
tions have no reaſon to do) yet we are aſſu- 
red, vtis inthe hand of God, he can tarn it 
contrary to its nature, make it aſcend , fill 
it with all heavenly vertues, and in one mo- 
ment make as great a change, as there was 
between Saul the Perſecutor, and Paul 
the Preacher. So that were all our fears 
juſt , which wicked and unreaſonable men 
E ſug- 
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ſuggeſt , which thoſe private and hidden 
Traytors intimate ; yet what reaſon have 
we to deſpond, while we have a God of in- 
finite wiſdom, power, and mercy to depend 
upon. 

But blefied be God, we have all the afſſu- 
rances that an indulgent Prince can give his 
Subjects, that neicrher our Religion, nor 
our Liberties ſhall be violated ; never ſo un- 
deſerving a Nation had ſuch a proſpe& of 
unmerited bleſſings. We have another 
Phenix ſprung out of the aſhes of the: for- 
mer 3 a Prince that hath lived by continaed 
and fucceſſive wonders of Providence , by 
Land and by Sea, at home and-abroad : . hs 
life and heart was m- the hand of God, 'and 
neither the rage of the wawes, nor the mad: 
neſs of rhe people could rear him thence. A 
Prince that hath been thas the care of Provi- 
denee, is fure in infenite wildom reſerved for 
great AdGtions and glorious rrmes. What 
may not we hope for from the Son of a Mar- 

p2 

This brings me to the laſt particular,God 
turns i , &c. This is the wheel of Provi- 
dence , upon which all our thoughts torn 
round ; we would ſain look mto futurity, 
but 
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but it is a book that no one can open, aud it 
is lock'd up among the Secrets of the Al- 
mighty. We would know the events of 
time to come, but it is a boundleſs Ocean, an 
unfathomable Abyſle, where all our Reaſon 
is ſhip-wrack'd and ſunk. To ſatisfie there- 
fore our thoughts,that they may not run up- 
on needlefs curioſities , I ſhall undertake to 
ſhew how God will deal with us. . And to 
that end, lay down two Propoſitions, from 
which any one may gather the conſequence. 
And ſince the ſtreſs ſeems to lye upon the 
word (will) he trrneth. it whether ſoever he 
will.. The firſt ſhall be; That God always 
wills us good. Secondly , nothing hinders 
him from doing good bur ſin. 

God js eternally, eſſentially good, the au- 
thor of all good,and all the ſtreams of good- 
neſs that water the world owe their origi- 
nal to him. And as he is good, and fills all 
things living with plenteouſnels,fo he always 
wills good tous; not the death of a ſinner, 
but that he ſhould turn and live. He uſes 
all Methods and Topicks of perſwaſion to 
invite us to, and for our good, and when we 
refuſe, his holy Spirit goes ſad away. We 
(ce it in every obje& , feel it in every bleſ- 
T 2 ſing 
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ſing, and ſpeak it in every breath we draw: 

Nor is there any thing that ſtops the cur- 
rent of his goodnels but our ſins , they are 
the clouds that hinder this Sun from ariſing 
upon us with healing in his wings. Sin is 
that which is enmity toward God,and which 
he cannot ſee with allowance, The dread- 
ful effeRs of ſin were early ſeen in the Crea- 
tion; no ſooner was ſin ated, but a curſe 
followed, as naturally as the efte& doth the 
cauſe ; a dreadful and contagious curſe fell 
not only upon the aGtors, but on the whole 
creation; which hath continued in anin-unter- 
rupted line to our days , which no changes 
could alter, nor no time devour. And that 
miſery is now our portion,that in. ſorrow we 
muſt eat our bread, we owe it ſtill to that 
fatal cauſe. That one breach of the Law 
was ſuch a ſea breach,that it let in an. ocean 
of miſeries, which not all our labour ever 
ſince could get out. 

So. that God never puniſhes till we have 
fin'd,and then unwillingly too, and not till 
he hath uſed all ways to reduce us. Judg- 
ments are wreſted our of his hand by our 
importunate and loud crying fins. So that 
as men cheerfully and readily go about that 
ro 
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to which their nature inclines them ; but with 
relufancy and ill will to that which is againſt 
their temper 3 ſo God who is goodneſs, and 
whoſe mercy is over all his works, ſhowrs down 
bleſſings with a liberal hand, but diſpenſes Judg- 
ments Carinely, with-grief agd ſorrow, & waſh- 
es even,the wounds he makes, as Chriſt did at 
eruſalem with his tears. 

So that would he know how God will deal 
with us, there is no need of having recourſe to 
the hidden book of the Stars with Aſtrologers, 
or todeceitful propheſies, with the inquiſkive 
and credulous, or to Endor with Saul; the way 
is ſhort, and the labour {mall ; let us ſearch our 
own-Conſciences, that is an unerring book, and 
all the lines are written in truth; 'tis the only 
book of fate we need , 'tis without deceit or 
fraud, and will plainly tell us what we merit ; 
'tis like the righteous man bold as a Lion , it 
knows not bribes, and it fears not threatnings, 
it will ſpeak, and it will be heard in: the grea- 
teſt hurry of buſineſs or delights. Would we 
know how God will deal with the Nation ? 
*tis not hard to determine. View the erying 
fins and iniquities, the ſcarlet and crimion fins 
that have overſpread the face of it ; and what 
do theſe merit at the hand of a juſt God with- 
out 


[3+ 

out repentance ; a finful Nation never wanted 
miſery : no ſooner did the Jews run after other 
Gods, but they were ſold into the hand of the 
heathen, and they that hated them were Lords 
over.them; and no ſooner doth a Nation re- 

t and turn to God , but he prevents them 
with bleſſings. 
Theſe things being fo, ſurely thoſe men that 
are ſo inquiſitive into future times,and fill their 
own,and others heads with fears,diſcontents and 
murmurings ;' that revile the Government, and 
like flies ſtick upon fore places and paſs by the 
found : it would be well, if theſe men would 
but examine their 6wn breaſts, and know whe- 
ther their own ſins have not given an helping 
hand to thoſe miſeries they bear ; and fince no 
evil is alleviated; but rather doubled by fearful 
and feeble expedations of it ; and the true 
way 1s to uſe thoſe means which are conducive 
either ro overcome or bear it ; and ſince re- 
pentance is the only way to prevent Judgments, 
it would ſure better become them to begin the 
Reformation at home ; & if they muſt be inqui- 
fitive,let it be in their own breaſts : if they muſt 
be cenſorious, let it be on their own aCtions ; 
and if cuſtom or nature leads them to revile,let 
it be their own ſinful lives. They would find 


mat- 
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matter enough in themſelves, no doubt, for their 
buſic reſtleſs thoughts, their miſchievous ſurmi- 
zes,and their feſter'd ſplketnes to work upon. 
And fince this 4s an age, wherein every one 
pretends to be a Poltician,and meddles with the 
Secrets of Govermnent ; and thinks it his birth- 
right to-cenſave thoſe at the Helm, it would be 
well,it theſe men would learn to govern them- 
ſelves ; and yet that moſt beautiful and glorious 
victory ; if they muſt be Politicians , Jet them 
ſtudy the infinuatiwons, deceits,treacheries, fedi- 
tions , and rebellions of their own luſts ; the 
arts they make uſe of , the ſpecious pretences 
they carry,and the ſecret ambuſhes they conti- 
nually lay for them. Let them ſearch ont the 
weapons, policy, machinations, and engines of 
their great enemy the devil, and ſtudy how to . 
countermine him. And if their ambitions {pi 
rits muſt be great, let their Kingdom be with- 
in ; every one hath an Empire in his own mind, 
let them be abſolute there. There they may 
lay their Kingdom as wide as they will, with- 
out incroaching upon anothers right ; make 
Laws without infringing others liberty , and 
command and diftate without intruding into 
anothers office. But why ſhould he who is a 


coward at home,think to be yaliant abroad, he 
that 
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_that/bath loſt hisown liberty, think it his, right 


to enſlave others, and he that is ſubmiſſive and 
cringing at home to a ſordid vice; think it is his 
Province to be Lordly and Imperious oyer 0- 
thers. 'Tis ſure a piece - extravagant kindneſs 
to have buſineſs wait him at home , and to - 
buſie abroad. *Tis fure a fign of i 
folly to leave his own houſe. on fire, that, *alls 
for his hel Poet run about ro inſtru& others how 


they may regulate their Families. 
- Let us ther whhberer Sanſa = 
en wg &5 into our own boſomes , and, {j the 
adi wr roy yon ſin, is Gods 
CES And ſince onr ek wy from us 
our Martyred So Charles the Firſt , and Godin 


EEC a RX: wn 


&,"CH ARLES the Second, Iet-is by our Repett 
tance ſtop future Judgments , and beg of God hel he 
would each heart of our ptcſent Soveraign, that it 
may noxbe furged. from us; but that-Kings may he ours 

Fathers, and Queens nurſing Mothers to the Church. 
T7. om neither our negle@, coldiels, or hypocrifie in 
Religion, nor any other cauſe may: provoke God to take 
away our Candleſtick from us; but that we may be þap- 
Py in our Prince, and our Prince in us; and that we may 
be a Nation whom God may take V0 to do 999 
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